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Organisation 
I am writing this in challenging and changing times. Instead of inviting you to our Annual 
General Meeting during which I had hoped to give you a talk on the history of Court 
Garden and Higginson Park, I am confined to barracks with the sole relief of being 
allowed by the Town Council to till my allotment. Our AGM has been postponed with no 
new date yet set. But this eNewsletter includes the details of our financial position, one 
of the key items on the AGM agenda, as prepared by our Treasurer Graham Fletcher. I 
trust that you are content with his report, but please do raise any questions that you 
may have with me. 

Of course we have had to withdraw our programme of talks and walks. This is a great 
disappointment to my colleagues who have taken a lot of time and effort in its 
preparation. I thank them for all they have done and hope that we will be able soon to 
reinstitute the programme for the benefit of the whole community. 

Our Newsletter is distributed 3 times a year. It reaches some Members by post but most 
copies are delivered to your door by our team of loyal distributors led by Elizabeth 
Fenley. This is another example of the way that volunteers keep the Society so lively. In 
the current circumstances it would be totally inappropriate to ask them to make 
deliveries. So the Newsletter will be distributed electronically to each Member for whom 
a working email address is recorded. We will try to identify long standing members who 
are not 'plugged in' and either obtain an email address, or get paper copies to them as is 
done for those on the postal list. We do operate a valued website, kindly managed for us 
by Kelvin Warne, on which this Newsletter will be posted. It will take time to get this 
temporary work-around sorted but we will do our best to contact all Members. 

Whilst on the theme of volunteers I now appeal to the Member who is willing to become 
our next Newsletter editor. Our Hon Secretary, George Lawrence, has “double headed” 
as Secretary and Editor for the last eight years.  He deserves a break. If you are 
reasonably competent in using any text editor that is additionally able to output a pdf 
document (and most applications do provide conversion to portable document format) 
and are prepared to pull together the supplied text and pictures into a coherent 
document three times a year please contact me or George. This role is vital to our 
Society, Newsletter being the main conduit for feedback from the Executive Committee 
to the Society's Members. Whether on paper or in electronic media, Members deserve to 



know in a timely manner what the Society is doing to look after our built environment 
and to learn from the articles on the history of our area. 

Our Environment 
As one of its final acts Wycombe District Council has issued a Supplementary Planning 
Document ('SPD') on Air Quality. This document aims to ensure that any new 
development is consistent with the local Air Quality Action Plan. You may have noticed 
the relatively small roadside signs showing that Chapel Street, Spittal Street, West 
Street and the High Street are designated part of the Marlow Air Quality Management 
Area (AQMA). Drivers are asked to turn off vehicle engines when stationary. Judging by 
the response in Chapel Street during the last month, during which temporary one-way 
traffic lights have been in operation, the public have a minimal interest in local air 
quality. I fear that until enforcement is employed little will change - and who will be the 
enforcer? 

Here in Marlow we have a number of groups actively involved in promoting conservation 
and environmental improvement. Our Town Council CEO, Cllr Jocelyn Towns heads an 
Environmental Advisory Group committee of the Town Council. However I am yet to 
discern how all the current initiatives are coordinated through the levels of our elected 
representatives. 

On the voluntary side, several of the local 'green' groups - for example Transition Marlow 
(responsible for the Farmers' Market), Releaf, Wild Marlow and Rowers Against Rubbish 
along with MTC councillors - have come together with the aim of being able to have a 
common voice on environmental matters. More here on this as this comes to fruition. 

Higginson Park 
The creation of the unitary Bucks Council resulted in the transfer of all of WDC’s assets 
into the Aylesbury centre. This includes Court Garden House and Higginson Park, both 
purchased for the town in the 1926 by Marlovians. In answer to a question that I raised 
at Council meeting, MTC has advised that our Council has expressed a desire to the 
Interim Bucks Authority to take devolved responsibility for these and other green spaces 
in our town. Discussions are at an early stage and the new Bucks Council is likely to 
perceive that it has higher priorities until it shakes down. 

I commend this initiative firmly believing that our Town Council has shown that is more 
than capable of managing our open spaces and urban assets just as the Marlow Urban 
Town Council once did. Remembering the selling off of assets such as New Court, the 
property was given to the Town by Nesta Liston, sold to Red Kite who then sold it on to 
developers. I want to make damn sure that Court Garden does not go the same way!! 

The Bridge 
In January the Chairman of our History Group, Keith Ray, surveyed our famous bridge 
and compiled a report flagging up a number of visible problems. His report was sent to 
the structure engineers at Transport for Bucks and we received a constructive response 
which gives confidence that both funding and effort will be deployed as part of a 
structured ten-year maintenance plan. The remedial work required includes the stopping 
of water ingress into the south portal and replacement of bearings below the road 
surface of the bridge at the junction with the fixed road of the approaches. 



We still await a report, due last November, detailing the analysis of bridge misuse by 
out-of-limits vehicles gathered by the monitors on the bollards and the CCTV cameras. 

Spittal Street 
If you had wondered why the paving of Spittal Street still wobbles and has patches of 
tarmac, the following may help. This information was given to me by Cllr Wood, Leader 
of the WDC Cabinet. 

The works undertaken have been managed and let by Sorbon Estates Limited. The 
current works at Spittal Street have not been completed and have thus not been 
accepted by Transport for Bucks (TfB). As part of the S278 Highway Works Agreement 
Sorbon Estates have legal responsibility for any required remedial works until the 
scheme is adopted.  

However, because of a legal dispute, they are conducting no further remedial works - 
including repair of any safety related defects. TfB have been made aware of a number of 
ongoing safety issues and because the footways in this area are public highway the 
ultimate responsibility for safety of the public falls to the Highway Authority (BCC to 
become BC), who have repaired or made safe these defects. 

MTC have contributed £49,389.13 in April 2018 towards the scheme. WDC have allocated 
£178,480 towards the scheme.  A further £46,000 has been allowed for ‘unascertained 
costs’, which Sorbon Estates are claiming. 

Once the works are completed to an adoptable standard, BC can then put the works 
onto a year’s maintenance period. At the end of the maintenance period a further 
snagging meeting will take place and the remedial works identified will be repaired. 
Once these have been completed to BC’s satisfaction the works can be adopted to be 
maintained at public expense. 

It is worth noting that there is currently an on-going legal dispute between Sorbon 
Estates, the BCC/WDC and the contractor. Sorbon Estates are not proposing to undertake 
any further remedial works until this legal dispute is resolved. Sorbon are also proposing 
to claim further costs relating to the project. This issue is currently with the Council's 
legal team to resolve. 

Last week a Highways working team parked its lorry in the street at 0900h to make 
repairs, leaving the engine running - in the AQMA. You can’t make it up 
  
Seymour Court Road 
As you go out of Marlow towards Lane End you will see beyond the last house on the left 
a site of 0.29 hectares in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. This area was identified 
in the approved Local Plan as suitable for the building of 9 dwellings. An application has 
been lodged for the building of four blocks of flats comprising nine private flats and 
eleven affordable flats. Their design reminds me of the housing in East Berlin in the 
1980s. The Society will oppose this application on the grounds of over development, 
inadequate parking, segregated fencing and inappropriate design. 



  
Conversion of ex-Waitrose building 
I was extremely disappointed but not surprised by the granting of planning permission to 
convert the former Waitrose store into a children’s nursery and housing. Siting a nursery 
alongside a WDC designated Air Quality Management Area where pollution levels exceed 
national standards clearly puts young children at risk. The WDC solution was 'all ground-
floor windows on façades facing Chapel Street must be made un-openable and, for those 
rooms containing such windows, forced ventilation drawing from the rear (car park 
facing) façade of the developed must be installed'. Reason – To mitigate the effect of 
poor air quality on the health of future occupants. Note the word mitigate. The risk 
remains. Clearly the air above the first floor does not present a hazard. 

I asked Cllr Wood, Leader of the WDC Cabinet, if the Council would accept responsibility 
for any long term health effects of pollution on the young children. She declined to 
reply.   

Lights on the Bridge 
In July 2019 MTC gained planning permission from WDC to install replacement decorative 
lighting on our bridge. The illumination of the outline of the bridge, which had been in 
place for many years, had failed and modern LED based lighting was proposed.  

Unfortunately, the conservation authority of the RBWM has a say in the matter. Move on 
to February this year and our Town Council is still in discussions with the Royal Borough. 

Martin Blunkell 
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Little Marlow Lakes Country Park 

Last year saw some significant movement towards developing the Country Park. The 
newly approved Local Plan contains a strengthened policy for the designated country 
park area, which stretches from the A 404 to Coldmoorholme Lane in Well End and from 
the River Thames to the A4155. Another big step forward was the purchase by Wycombe 
District Council of the combined Spade Oak Lake Nature Reserve and former quarry site 
from the foreign investor that acquired it from Tarmac in 2017. After two years of 
neglect by the previous owner, the Council’s ownership now assures the extension of this 
important wetland nature reserve and the development of the old gravel processing area 
as the visitor hub for the Country Park. 

Over recent months representatives of the Little Marlow Lakes Community Partnership, 
of which the Society is a member, have been working closely with the WDC project team 
to formulate plans for developing new wildlife habitat areas and visitor facilities. The 
latter will include increased access routes and bird hides for visitors to observe the 
reserve’s wide range of wetland wild birds and a visitor centre. It is proposed to permit 
a limited amount of compatible enabling development within the newly named Spade 
Oak Lakes Nature Park to generate an income stream to help meet the park’s future 
running costs. A significant donation from Thames Water, based on a case prepared by 
the Community Partnership, will help fund the wildlife related environmental 
improvements. 

Refinement and implementation of these provisional plans has of course been 
temporarily interrupted by the current virus restrictions. 

During the year, the Thames Path National Trail Office and the County Council jointly 
funded the surface upgrading of the Thames Path between the A404 bridge and 
Riverwoods. Volunteers from the Community Partnership and the Kyrece’s Legacy charity 
installed two lifelines along this stretch of the Thames Path, with permission and support 
from the Environment Agency, who own that stretch of riverbank. Installation of two 
further lifelines, all of which have been funded by the charity, will take place shortly. 
Discussions have continued with the County Council about the future management of 
Spade Oak Wharf and other Council owned property within the Country Park area, 
addressing riverbank erosion issues and providing additional areas of public open space. 

Mike Overall 

A rare sight of an adult and two juvenile Spoonbills visiting the Spade Oak Nature Reserve. The adult was 
ringed in Holland, we think at Schiermonnikoog. Photo credit to Jim Rose of Bucks Bird Club.The Shape of 
Things to Come - Bucks Unitary Council 



The Shape of Things to Come - Bucks Unitary Council 

From April 1st WDC and BCC became the new unitary Buckinghamshire Council. Initially 
it will comprise all 202 elected councillors of all five existing councils. This would have 
reduced to 147 (three for each county ward) had the local elections due to take place on 
7th May had not been postponed. It all sounds so huge and remote! But in preparation, 
the Shadow Executive, led by Martin Tett (the BCC Leader), with WDC Cllr Katrina Wood 
as his Deputy and WDC Cllr Green as another member, have been making comprehensive 
arrangements to ensure that decisions that currently fall to the district councils will still 
be taken as locally as possible. In addition, some Society members have already 
discovered that meetings in Aylesbury can be viewed remotely via webinar and webcast. 

In the [Wycombe Society] Planning Group we are accustomed to a regime where 
planning applications submitted to WDC in High Wycombe are usually delegated to local 
planning officers for decision in accordance with the Local Plan, but in some cases 
forwarded to WDC's Planning Committee for debate and decision by elected Councillors 
(occasionally aided by public speaking contributions). Those selected to receive full 
consideration include the larger, obviously significant, cases and those where the 
Planning Committee Chairman, in concert with the Head of Planning, perhaps after 
representations from ward councillors, decides there is a need. The Committee receives 
its papers and advice from WDC's Development Management team, led by Alastair 
Nicholson, reporting to Penelope Tollitt, Head of Planning, and the system works well.  

So, how will it work under the new regime? Firstly, there will be a local Planning 
Committee for the former Wycombe District made up, as now, of councillors from 
relevant wards nominated by their political parties. This will continue to be serviced by 
Mr Nicholson's team and will have full delegation to determine all cases except those 
above a certain threshold in size or considered to be of "strategic" significance (including 
transport considerations); these will be determined by the new authority's planning 
committee, normally meeting in Aylesbury. 

There will also be Community Boards - including one in High Wycombe at which 
councillors will be expected to "engage with communities and address local issues". The 
participants will include local town and parish councillors and possibly representatives of 
amenity organisations (such as ourselves). These will be advisory, not executive, but it is 
hoped that councillors will be guided in their decision-making by the discussion there.  

There will also be Council Access Points, including one in Marlow Library, where 
residents will be able to access information about Buckinghamshire Council matters 
affecting them. These will take over most of the roles of WDC's public enquiry point at 
their offices in Queen Victoria Road, and also cover ex·BCC matters such as education, 
transport and social services.  

From the Planning Group's point of view, the main change is that planning policy 
including the evolution of the New Local Plan and Supplementary Planning Documents 
will be implemented mainly in Aylesbury. 

Chris Woodman 

This extract from a succinct report first published by the High Wycombe Society is reproduced with 
thanks to the author. We appreciate the mutual collaboration between the Societies over many years. 
Bridge Protection 



Bridge Protection 

Bollards have been installed on our bridge for almost 18 months. Last summer 
monitoring devices to measure the width of vehicles crossing were installed. We had 
anticipated feedback and a way ahead to be announced by the end of 2019. Time has 
passed. Many overweight vehicles cross the bridge daily. Feedback from Transport for 
Bucks at the beginning of April states that a report has been compiled regarding the HGV 
prevention measures and a recommendation has been put forward to narrow the bollards 
in order to offer better protection to this weak bridge. The report will be discussed as 
part of the TfB Operation & Management Board (OMB) meeting in April 2020 – unless it is 
trumped by more pressing matters, given the number of critical decisions which need to 
be taken at the moment. 
  
The recent study did confirm that many overweight vehicles are narrower than 2000mm, 
so even if the bollards were narrowed down to the legal minimum of 2000mm this would 
not offer 100% prevention.  Similarly, the study also confirmed that a proportion of 
underweight vehicles will be affected by any narrowing, simply because the body / 
shape of their vehicles is large when compared to their weight. The decision to be taken 
must balance the acceptable rate of wear on the bridge caused by overloading and the 
impact of strictly imposed penalties on the local traffic. 
  
The study did also cover the use of ANPR / CCTV for prosecution purposes in the future.  
Buckinghamshire Council doesn’t currently have a permissible scheme in place for this 
purpose but this is gaining momentum for a number of operational purposes. The Society 
will continue to pursue these long drawn out issues. 

M.E.B. 



The Bombing of Marlow 
Article 1: The V1 Flying Bomb, July 1944 

Keith Ray’s article in a previous Newsletter about bombs dropped on Marlow during WW2 
and the various craters around the town, intrigued me and inspired me to find out more. 
I soon discovered the online map called 'Bombs over Bucks' maintained by the Bucks 
Record Office in Aylesbury. This is a detailed map of the whole of our county showing 
bombs, flying bombs and friendly fire incidents eg ack-ack firing. I quickly noticed the 
entry for the V1 bomb that fell just to the north of our town on Saturday 22nd July 1944 
with the laconic description: 'Chalk Pit Lane, Great Marlow, houses damaged and 
casualties'. 

The map informs me that a total of 17 V1s fell within the modern and pre-1974 county 
boundaries, with 8 falling south of the current line of the M40. Marlow’s was the 
western-most in that area with the nearest one to the east falling at Farnham Common 
causing no casualties. The nearest one to the north fell in the Hughenden Valley on 7th 
August 1944 breaking windows at Hughenden Manor and other houses, but again no 
casualties. 

No V2 rockets fell in 
Bucks during the final 
year of the war and the 
nearest one to us fell at 
Pinkneys Green at about 
10am on 19th March 1945 
causing extensive damage 
and 12 casualties, 
including the death of an 
elderly lady who died of 
shock. 

The Marlow bomb fell 
late on the Saturday 
afternoon and detonated 
at the top of Chalkpit 
Lane about 100 yards 
down from the Royal Oak 
and on the same side of 

the road. On the other side of Chalkpit Lane is a short track leading past Blounts Cottage 
(on the right, now called Blounts Lodge) and up to Blounts Farmhouse. Blounts Cottage 
was at the time a tied cottage and lived in by Jim Platt’s grandfather who was the Farm 
Manager. He was out working in another part of the farm at the time, but Jim’s 
grandmother was at home. Unfortunately for Jim, he was also in the house, proudly 
showing off his bicycle which he had decorated with farm produce as part of a “Dig for 
Victory” display in Higginson Park earlier that afternoon. The effect of the explosion on 
Blounts Cottage was catastrophic and much of the house was demolished. Jim received a 
serious wound to the temple, probably from flying debris, for which he carries the scar 
to this day. Although badly injured, he managed to help his shocked grandmother out of 
the house to safety. A local policeman arrived first on the scene followed shortly by Dr 
Henry who drove up from his house in Station Road. Chalkpit Lane was completely 
blocked by fallen trees and Dr Henry had to drive up Spinfield Lane and through 



Bovingdon Green. Dr Henry took Jim to Marlow Cottage Hospital where he was operated 
on and spent the next month recovering, which must have felt particularly distressing 
since it was a waste of his school summer holidays! Jim believes that he was one of the 
first people in this country to be treated with the new wonder drug, penicillin, 
administered as an ointment applied to the wound. 
  
Jim’s childhood friend, Mike Davis, was at home with his mother in Bovingdon Green 
when they heard the explosion and saw the black plume of smoke. Disobeying firm 
instructions from his mother, Mike remembers cycling round to Blounts Cottage 
whereupon he was told by the policeman to “clear off”. He then joined a crowd standing 
on the blocked Chalkpit Lane and managed to pick up part of the fuselage as a souvenir. 
Mike doesn’t say whether this trophy (now long gone) was worth the clipped ear from his 
mother when he got home! Photo above shows Mike Davis and Jim Platt in about 1942. 

Jim’s sister Pauline was driving home to Forty Green with her mother when they first 
heard and then saw the bomb falling from the sky. She remembers well the 
characteristic throbbing sound of the engine, the fear as the noise cut out, and the 
strange acrid smell after the explosion. 

  
Contained within Maidenhead’s 
records of wartime incidents is 
the description of a Mr 
Wakefield in Cookham who 
remembers seeing a V1 
overhead on that day at about 
500 feet and heading 
northward. He heard the 
engine cut out and then “it 
seemed to glide on a long way 
before I lost sight of it”. Was 
this the Marlow bomb? 

  
I imagine there would have been extensive damage to the Royal Oak and to some of the 
houses down the hill, such as Elmdon Cottage (then Chalkpit Cottage) on the north side 
of the road, and also to the nearest houses on the south side such as Hillside and 
Hillcrest. Sadly much time has passed and I have been unable to find out any more. In 
his 2011 book A Pictorial History of the Last Century at Wethered’s Brewery, Ray Evans 
records that the Wethered-owned Chiltern Cottages at the top of Oxford Road and the 
Duke of Cambridge all had their windows blown in by the blast. Certainly, the V1 
contained almost a ton of high explosive (1,700 lbs) capable of inflicting crushing blast 
damage over 400 to 600 yards. Most German high explosive bombs dropped from planes 
weighed about 550lbs. 
  
The Wehrmacht first launched the V1 to target London on 13th June 1944, one week 
after the successful D-Day landings in Europe. At the peak, more than one hundred V1s a 
day were fired at south-east England, 9,521 in total, decreasing in number as launch 
sites were overrun until October 1944. The simple Argus-built engine pulsed 50 times per 
second, and the characteristic buzzing sound gave rise to the colloquial names "buzz 
bomb" or "doodlebug" (a common name at the time for a wide variety of flying insects). 
They could fly at just over 400mph and could outpace Hurricanes and Spitfires, even 
when they dived. The British only came up with a counter-measure with the Tempest 



fighter in late 1944 which could outpace the bombs, and they successfully destroyed 
hundreds. 
  
Why then were V1s coming down so far west of London? Two words – deception and 
diversion. In order to correct settings in the V1 guidance system, the Germans needed to 
know where they were impacting. Therefore, German intelligence was requested to 
obtain this data from their agents in Britain. But all German agents in Britain had been 
turned and were acting as double agents under British control. It is now well 
documented that from June 1944, double agents were requested by German controllers 
to send back information on the sites and times of impacts. The British decided that the 
double agents would report the damage caused by V1s fairly accurately, but minimise 
the effect they had on civilian morale and avoid giving the times of impacts. 

A certain number of the V1s fired had been fitted with radio transmitters, which had 
clearly demonstrated a tendency for the bomb to fall short. The commander of the 
regiment which was responsible for the offensive compared the data gathered by the 
transmitters with the reports obtained through the double agents. Fortunately, when 
faced with the discrepancy between the two sets of data, he concluded that there must 
be a fault with the radio transmitters, as he had been assured that the agents were 
completely reliable. It was later calculated that if he had disregarded the agents' 
reports and relied on the radio data, he would have made the correct adjustments to 
the V1's guidance, and casualties in London might have increased by 50 per cent or 
more. The policy of diverting V1 impacts away from central London was controversial 
within the War Cabinet. However Sir Findlater Stewart of the Home Defence Executive 
took responsibility for starting the deception programme immediately, and his action 
was approved by Churchill when he returned. 

Geoff Wood 

To produce this article, I have interviewed various Marlow residents who lived here during the 
war. I am very interested in talking to more local people about their experiences at that time. 
If you were around or if you know anyone who was around, please get in touch with me by 
either emailing: tmsheritage@marlowsociety.org.uk or phone: 01628 475475.  -G.W. 

Marlow Society at 60! 

Your executive committee (below) have been thinking about ways to celebrate 2020 
being the sixtieth year that the Society has been 'Supporting Marlow'. Look forward to an 
article highlighting the history and to some information on the events later in the year.

mailto:tmsheritage@marlowsociety.org.uk



