THE MARLOW SOCIETY

Registered Charity No. 262803

TRUSTEE’S REPORT
AND
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 315" DECEMBER 2023



THE MARLOW SOCIETY
Registered Charity No. 262803

The trustees present their report for the year ended 315 December 2023.
The principal address of the charity is ¢/o 22 Rookery Court, Marlow, SL7 3HR
The trustees of the Society are:

Michael New OBE
Richard Parker
Geoff Wood

The power to appoint trustees is vested in the Executive Committee of the Society.
Governing Document

. The charity is administered and managed subject to and in conformity with the provisions of
~ the Constitution, the current version of which was approved in May 2010. Minor revisions
were approved at the 2017 AGM.

Objects of the Charity

These continue to be for the protection and improvement of the environment in the Marlow
area, which consists of the parishes of Great Marlow, Little Marlow, Marlow Town, Bisham
and Medmenham by:

1) Working to protect features of historic or public interest and improve the
environment.

2) Educating the public in the geography, history and architecture of the Marlow
area.

3) Promoting high standards of planning and architecture in or affecting the
Marlow area.

Trustee Participation

The Trustees have continued to oversee the Society’s assets and its legal obligations, including
reporting to The Charities Commission, by attending Executive committee meetings. The
President has been kept informed of the Society’s activities

Main Activities undertaken for the public benefit in relation to the objects

To further its objectives the Society’s Executive Committee met with local councillors on ten
occasions, using Zoom technology, to discuss matters of planning, transport, river issues and
environment. This enabled the constructive exchange of information and opinions that has
characterised the sound working relationship established over many years.



Mindful of its origin as the Bridge Preservation Society the Marlow Society continued to
demand that the Buckinghamshire Council introduce comprehensive measures to prevent
overweight vehicles crossing the Marlow Bridge. There has been an ongoing dialogue
throughout the year involving our Member of Parliament, Bucks councillors and the
engineering team at Highways for Bucks. We recognise the value of current repair
programme but are concerned at the length of time they are taking.

Achievements

The Society monitored all local planning applications submitted throughout the year and the
Society submitted its comments to the Planning Authority where appropriate. Advice has
been proffered to members when sought. The Society has sought the advice of its members
on the approach to be taken to the Marlow Studio Project located in the Green Belt. The
Society contributed financially to an independent study into the impact on traffic as a result
of the Studio plans. The study confirmed that the plan would have a major deleterious impact
on traffic flows. A decision on the application was deferred and will now be reconsidered by
Buckinghamshire Council in March.

The Society’s Local History Group has continued its research into the local history of Marlow
and its surrounding parishes. Many requests for information come in from around the world
and  Group members have been able to answer most of them. In person and online
presentations were given by guest and society speakers.

The Society made representations to Sorbon Estates and the local council authorities to the
plans to bring the condition of Liston Court, a part public-owned commercial and garden, up
to an acceptable standard. The works are now complete and the provision of improved
footpaths and security are much welcomed.

The Society has launched a new website providing updated information about its activities
for its members and local people. There has been an ongoing partnership with Marlow
Archaeological Group.

The Society has been prioritising increasing membership by the use of email, leaflet
distribution and attendance at the Marlow Carnival. As the result the Society’s membership
has increased by 63 and now stands at 727 members.

The Executive Management Committee has met every month throughout the year with the
exception of January and August and has received regular reports from its sub-committees
and officers. Nominated Executive members participate in the 4 action groups of the South
West Chilterns Community Board

The Society has published and distributed three editions of Newsletter during the year to all
members. The Newsletters were made available to the public at the Bucks Council’s

Information Centre in the town.

These activities were undertaken by volunteers: there are no employees.






independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of The Marlow Society

I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the charity for the year
ended 31 December 2023 which are set out on page 4.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance
with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’).

I report in respect of my examination of the charity’s accounts carried out under section 145
of the Act and in carrying out my examination | have followed all the applicable Directions
given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner's statement

[ have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my
attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material
respect:

1. - accounting records were not kept in respect of the charity as required by section 130 of
the Act; or '
2. the accounts do not accord with those records.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the
examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

e

Elizabeth Horton ACA FCCA

Seymour Taylor Limited
First Floor

North, 40 Oxford Road
High Wycombe
Buckinghamshire

HP11 2EE

Date ( March 2023
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