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Henry Haddon,
1886-1915
Many men from Marlow died on the same day (21 August 1915) when their regiment, the Royal Bucks Hussars, took
part in an operation to capture Scimitar Hill on the Gallipoli peninsula. The Hussars were an old volunteer regiment
who were meant to serve only at home. However, by early 1915 the British Army badly needed reinforcements so
called upon men in reserve regiments such as the Royal Bucks Hussars. They left England in April 1915 and were first
sent to Egypt for training before landing at Gallipoli in August.
On 21 August, they were part of a force ordered to capture Scimitar Hill from the
Turks. While they initially made good progress, they were eventually driven back
in the face of heavy shell and machine-gun fire. Of the 321 Hussars officers and
men who started the attack, 140 were killed or wounded. Among those killed on
that day was Sergeant Henry Haddon.
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Scimitar Hill today,
courtesy of The Gallipoli Association

Henry was born in Hampstead in 1886. At some point before 1911, the family moved to Marlow as the census of that
year records them as living at Royston, Newtown, Marlow. Henry worked as a clerk at the Wethered’s Brewery until he
enlisted for service at the start of the War.
Henry was a keen and active member of the rowing club before
the War, although he does not appear to have rowed
competitively. He was also Hon. Secretary of Little Marlow
Cricket Club, with whom he played regularly. Henry was
initially reported as missing following the attack on Scimitar
Hill and only later presumed killed in action. Like many others
from the Royal Bucks Hussars, his body was never found and
he is commemorated on the Helles Memorial in Gallipoli.

Helles Memorial, Gallipoli courtesy of Commonwealth War Graves Commission

